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QUID DIVINUM — REVELATION 


BY EMMA A, WOOD. 

tise object of Revelation, we have said, is to sanction the 

discoveries of the soul, and guide it in its new acquigi- 
tions. Revelation thus understood has a reason for being 
raison d'etre), itis necessary, indispensable 
of Spiritualists will, perhaps, ask is it supernatural? If you 
call supernatural what God wills, it is supernatural; but is 
revelation solely a work of God? Does not the soul play its 
part therein? Is the soul not obliged to assimilate it? Is not 
this work of the soul also supernatural since it assimilates 
God’s work? You see either the word supernatural must be 
renounced, or it must be admitted that everything is super- 
natural, 


Some classes 


Is it not better to come to an understanding once for a!l, 
and admit that everything that exists is the work of God; 
that he created the worlds fora purpose; that the human 
soul is evolved from the created worlds asserts itself, is de- 
veloped according to the Jaws He has given it; that He 
created it free in regard to these laws, and even in regard to 
himself, since it is ignorant of Him. It is because it is free 
and ignorant of Him, that God speaks to it constantly, and 
directs it while respecting its free will. Its free will does not 
break the ties that unite it to God first without its knowledge. 
this constitutes its responsibility, and finally its culpability’ 
What words does he address to it? “My son, give me thy 
heart,” says the Eternal. The culpability, then, must consist 
not in doing this or that in such or such a manner, but in 
refusing to give Him the heart. 

God's solicitude is such that He is not content with send- 
ing Messiahs, revelations, which like beacons light up a vast 
horizon, in which all humankind may develop freely-during a 
series of ages; He speaks to each soul by 2 familiar spirit, 
as we have seen with Socrates, and so many others whose 
names have been handed down by history. This is the work 
of the familiar spirit, the guardian angel, the spirit protector; 
what is more consoling, more comforting? 


what is a son of God What i 
I! 


Jesus, the Revealer, confirms these facts: “Verily, verily 1 | 


say unto you, that hereafter you shall see the heavens opened 
and the angels of God ascending and descending upon the 
Son of Man.” (St. John, chap. 1, ver. 51 

What you quote from St. John, you will tell me, is ad- 
but noth 


e for him 


dressed to Jes 


g proves that what is tr 
is not true for men. 
t is the son of man, and 


understood by a revealer, a 


This leads to new questions 


messiah ? 

At the time of the coming of Jesus, science had not made 
great progress. The earth was the only habitable and wh 
habited world. The sun and the stars were only luminaries 
to give light by day and night. The sky was a hard, solid 
vault in which the stars were set, and the whole vault turned 


around the earth, which thus became the principal point in 
creation, that for which all the rest was made 

Now that we k our earth is a planet, that, like the 
hers, it revolves around the sun, and that, consequently, we 


+ 


form a part of the heavens; now that we know the others 
like ours receive t fecundating influence of the sun, that 
they have seasons, an atmosphere, water, snow, ice, are hab - 
itable ; now that we know the stars are suns, around which 
more planets revolve as around ours; now that science 
shows us that/there are many nebula, one beyond the other ; 
that the milk way is a nebula, that in it the suns are counted 
by millions, and that we occupy a very small corner of this 
nebula, with all our world, planetary and solar, we may be 
allowed to deduce from these facts, which widen our intel 
lectual horizon, a new conception of the world, on the sole 
gondition of respecting the most delicate sentiments of our 
love for God, and the laws he has established in the universe. 
God existing from all eternity could not have created men 
merely on this earth, even although the science of today, 
which, by reading within its bowels the age of the earth and 
the history of its development, show its origin to be much 
earlier than the six thousand years of the sacred text; when 
you give the earth several hundreds of millions of years, it 
has then had a beginning, and God is from all eternity. The 
life of the earth, long as it may be, is but a point in eternity. 
Further, according to this same science, the most probable 
appearance of man on the earth does not reckon more than 
20,009 years, some count only 12,000 or 14,000. What would 
these twenty, or even one hundred thousand years be in re- 


| spect to eternity ? 


God being immutable, the same reasons that decided Him 
to create men existed from all eternity; from all eternity he 
must have been creating men. 

Admit to the letter what Jesus said: that he is the eldest 
son of God; may we not believe that he meant that he be- 
longed to one of those humanities created very much earlier 
than those of the earth? And as at that epoch even the 
learned believed that the earth was the world, Jesus was righ 
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in saying, “Before the world was, | was;" and again, “Be | advancemept. St. John the Baptist said of him, “He who 


ourselves, and in course of time have reached the degree of 
perfection he manifested while on our earth. 

Does this explanation in aught detract from the merit of 
Jesus; does it lessen our feeling of love for God; is it not 
more touching to think the great merits of Jesus may become 
ours ; does it not move the very inmost chords of our hearts 
to think that the human beings, without number, who have4 
preceded us, who are our brothers, have their eye on us, and 


` Come through love for God to mingle in our terrestrial life, 


wte Wmstruct us, and show us the way; saying to us, (St. John 
iii, 11) “We speak that we do know, and testify that we have 
seen.” 

A revealer, a messiah, is thus a son of man, who has been 
a part of an earlier humanity, and who, from love of God and 
of his less advanced brothers, comes to teach them what he 
knows. 

There remains for me to explain the term son of Ged. 
St. Joha, chap. 1, says: “In the beginning was the Word, and | 
the Word was with God, and the Word was God. All things | 
were made by him, and without him was not anything made 


St. John the Evangelist (chap. 14, ver. 12) gives these words 
to Jesus: “You will do all that I do; and greater than these 
shall ye do; because I go unto my Father.” Thus Jesus, the 
messiah, the son of God, the son of man, is of the same na- 
ture as ourselves; he represents a degree of perfection that 
we have not, but which we may bope to attain if we imitate 


| him 


John the Baptist renders yet another testimony of Jesus 
“I saw,” he says, the Spirit descend from Heaven like a dove 
and it rested upon him.” And again he says,: “I knew him 
not, but he that sent me to baptize with water, the same said 
unto me: Upon whom thou shalt see the Spirit descending 
and remaining on him, the same is he who baptizeth with the 
Holy Spirit. And I saw and bare record that this is the Son 
of God.” 

This proves the intuijion of which Plato and so many oth 
ers had already given proof. John the Baptist did not know 
Jesus, but before coming he had bees told what would char 
acterize him, and he remembered it. 

This also proves that, on the other side, there are many 
mansions ; that the inhabitants of one do not know the inhab 


that was made. \In him was life, and the life was the light of | jtants of the others, and that when they come on the earth 


men. And the light shineth in darkness, and the darkness 
comprehendeth it not.” 

Compare these words with the study we made of Spiritual- 
ism: see what light has enlightened the soul by only the play 
of life and the soul's faculties, and see how true this word is 
that “the light shineth in darkness ;” for the soul no longer 
knew its way, knew not what course to take, so much so that 
from it we hav. deducted the necessity for a revelation. 

See what follows: “There was a man sent from God whose 
name was John. He came to be a witness; to bear witness of 
the light, that all men through him might believe.” 

The Evangelist says of him: (ver. 8) “He was not that 
Light, but came to bear witness of the Light ;” and at verse 9, 
“That was the true Light which lighteth every man who 
cometh into the world.” 

Jesus being not yet come, the light of John could be only 
the light that had guided men up to that time, and which was 
the result of the faculties of the soul called into play by life. 


they come with a kind of predestination, that is to do such 
or such a thing. 

Not understanding re-incarnation, what St. Paul said of 
predestination has not been understood, but has been made 
to stand for a fatality. It is not thus that I comprehend it 
When St. Paul says, “What is animal comes first, afterwards 
the spiritual; transform your animal soul into a spiritual 
soul,” he must surely have known that this transformation 
could not be made in.one life of man. So he cries, “Oh, 
death, where is thy sting? oh, grave, where is thy victory?” 
Certainly he must have believed in re-incarnation. Thus, 
predestination signifies nothing but the part we come to fill 
| on the earth, which we have known before comiug, and of 
which we preserve the intuition. This part is the conse- 
quence of the law of evolution, the law of progress. We 
cannot return to do what we know, we return to learn what 
we do not know. What we have to know is our predestina 
tien, as the scholar of the fifth, fourth, third, is predestined 


Thus John the Baptist came to bear witness of the light | to translate such and such Greek or Latin authors. 


so fe Haupt, Gat is, to manifest the correspondence of the The part of Jesus was also predestined, for he had been 
light acquired with the light to come. At verse 10, we read: ainotaced by the prophets. Many acts of his lite, his 
“Hie came to bis go and bis ows received va a He death and the kind of death, bad been predicted. He, him- 
ape © Gove yee, he bim, had caly we a pan every | self, had the intuition of what should happen to him. He 
ee empriag fhe woe, sa ne Con ees MIS read in the hearts of men; he could have avoided what men- 
eet; all bad not reached the desired point of progress. At aced him, but he would not; he said: “Father, thy will, not 
Gas Seeks, 20 later, many were called but we area mine be done.” He knew how to endure what was to come 
a 12, 13-) k; Batto imd tee to him from those who did not believe in him. Dr. D.G. 
power to become the sons o ; un =" aei- k a 
bis name, who were born not of blood, nor of the will of man, ina Racane editorial tipiyta an article áram Mea Den 
but of the will of God.” ton, the Banner ed a criticism on the book, “The Soul of 
Now what did we say in our study of Spiritualism? We Things,” which fs the joint production of Prof. Denton and 
said that man first felt himself living with a life different from | hig wife above referred to. Prof. Denton replies in a letter, 
that of the sphere ; for he had elevated Ae heart a wer printed in the last issue; it is accompanied by an editorial 
2 are oy = he Pt aa a. iii a- apology, neat and ample. The letter tells a truth that is im- 
t exists, that thus a new, moral, wholly interior “te | portant, however, coming as it does from Prof. Denton. He 
Was germinated within bim; that he had ended by compre- says : “Are we then a to publish anything that draws 
hentidg that this power was as good as all-powerful, as mer- largely on the credulity of readers? How long would the 
-yy = yey hqs i he Lao wi: “ete sender be ‘a Banner be published, if you should adopt that principle?” 
seat sentiments of love gratitude to i at 
abe body was only an instrument for labor and perfecting FRIENDS IN THE various parts of the country will oblige the 
Is it not incontestable that all who believe this believe in | editor by forwarding to him newspapers issued in their respec- 
God? That they are born not of blood, nor of the will of | tive localities that may happen to contain any matter likely to 
the flesh, nor of the will of man, but that they are born of | prove interesting to Spiritualists, or in which statements may 
God, and to them it is given to be the children of God; be- | have appeared of an incorrect character—avery common oc- 
cause they alone comprehend what new destinies await them, | currence —regarding Spiritualism. The paragraphs to which 
and are disposed to recognize Jesus as being seat from wee | attention is called should be marked to save trouble. 
Whence it follows, that all men, like Jesus, are called to m 
children of God; to see the heavens opened, and the angels Mr. Daniel F. Beatty, of Washington, N: J., is constantly 
ascending and descending upon them, though they are yet in receipt of the most flattering testimony from all parts of 
the sons of men. All are sons of man, but all are not the United States and Canada, as to the beauty and excel- 
Sibeloved sons of God; all have not attained that degree | lence of his pianos add organs. Send for catalogue and list 
of advancement necessary to become messiahs. - | of testimonials. Address Daniel F. Beatty, Washington 
To be a messiah or child of God is a simple question of | Warren County, N. J. Adv, 


SPIRITUAL 


From the Scientific American, 
THE ORACLES OF ANCIENT GREECI 
45 the classical aWhors inform us, there were in ancient 
LA Greece, in different localities, so called sibyls, a kind of 
fortune tellers, clairvoyants, or spiritual mediums, but of a 
social standing much higher thafi that of their successors at 
the present day, as they were not only recognized but main- 
tained by a wealthy and influential priesthood, to whom the 
presents received from the faithful believers were a source of 
enormous revenue. In our present state of society, we can 
scarcely form an idea of the power and influence of the priests 
as a separate class of society, monopolizing as they did all the 
profits derived from the superstitious, who wished to atone for 
their sins, to obtain knowledge not only of secret events, but 
also of the future, and to get advice as to their action in cases 
of difficulty, even to be cured of various diseases; and thus 
the priests monapclized, for many centuries, the functions of 
many professions, even that of the physicians, which Hippoc 
rates at last succeeded in rescuing from the power of the 
priesthood. 
These sibyls, of which the two prominent ones were the 
Cumaan and the Delphian, resided in gorgeous temples 
erected over caves, from which vapors arose which had an 


exhilarating and anzsthetic influence, similar to that of nitrous | 


oxide or laughing gas, on those inhaling them. The author 
of a well known book, entitled “Art Magic,” who for some 
time lived at the locality where the Cumaan sibyl once re- 
sided, states that it is one of the wildest, grandest, and most 
awe- inspiring gorges of the mountains around Lake Avernus, 
which itself is the inundated crater of an extinct but once 
mighty volcano; while the whole region around, now fertilized 
by the waters of the lake, bears the marks of the ravages of 
fire, presenting a most gloomy appearance. The clefts in 
the savage rocks abound with caverns, exhaling mephitic 
vapors and bituminous odors. The scattered inhabitants of 
the surrounding district once believed that the largest grotto 
was the entrance to the lower world, and that the hammers 
of the Titans, working in the mighty laboratories of the 
Plutonic realms, might be heard reverberating through the 
sullen air. The dark waters of Lake Avernus were supposed 
to communicate directly with the silent flow of the river of 
death, the Lethean stream, made dreadful by the apparitions 


of condemned spirits, who floated from the shores of the | 


lake to the realms of eternal light. 

In this grotto resided the famous Cumzan sibyl ; and from 
the exhalations, which were more or less poisonous to birds 
and other small animals which came near, the weird woman 
appears to have derived that fierce ecstacy in which she wrote 
and raved about the destiny of fiations, the fate of armies, 
the downfall of armies and the decay of dynasties. Even 
monarchs and statesmen often acted according to her pre- 
tended revelations, as it was supposed that the purposes of 
the pagan gods were made known to her as to a counsellor 
and a mouthpiece. 

She sometimes wrote her soothsayings upon palm leavgs 
which she laid at the entrance of the cave, suffering the winds 
to scatter them and bear them whither the gods directed. To 
the Cumæn sibyls is attributed the authorship of the famous 
sibyliine books, of which many strange stories are told, but 
of which very little is left that can be regarded as genuine. 
It is said that she foretold the eruption of Vesuvius, in which 
Pliny perished and the cities of Herculaneum and Pompei 
were destroyed. She declared of herself: “Why must I pub- 
lish my song to every one? And when my spirit rests after 
the divine hymn, the gods command me to prophesy again, so 
that I am entirely on the stretch, and my body is so distressed 
that I do not know what I say: but the gods command me to 
speak.” If we substitute in the latter expression the word 
spirits for gods; we have a declaration identical with those of 
the spirit mediums of the present day. 

The abode of the Delphian sibyl or Pythia was in strong 
contrast with that of the Cumman oracle. It was situated in 
the delightful region of Mount Parnassus, sparkling in sun- 


light and fragrant with bloom. The superb temple of Apollo | 


was built overa similar chasm as that where the Cumæan 
sibyl held her seances, sö that it was secured from the ap- 
proach of the vulgar. “On its former site certain clefts in the 


by are still visible, one of which 'forms a deep cavern, into 
w “travellers, by clinging to its rugged sies, may descend 
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as far as they dare. They then experience effects similar t 


those produced by nitrous oxide or laughing gas; and one 


writer, who has explored thse caverns, asserts that it is this 
gas that produces the effects spoken of Th however, Í 


according to geological principles, highly improbable; and we 
rather suppose it to be, some bituminous vapor, which (accord 
ing to our present know 


derivatives, such 


ledge concerning petroleum and its 


1 as naptha, ether, rhigolene, chymogene, et 
has an effect, exhilarating, hypnotic, and anzsthetic, 
to that of nitrous oxide. All 


exhaled 


similar 
the descriptions agree that bit 
these volcanic chasms 
us that the most celebrated Pythia who 
served the Delphian oracle in the temple of Apollo was a 
beautiful girl from Libya, named Sibylla 
From this was the name siby! derived, and it was afterwards 


uminous odors are from 


| Plutarch informs 


young country 


given to all clairvoyants of her day. Plutarch further says, 
concerning the first sibyl 

“Brought np by her parents in the country, she brought 

į with her neither art nor experience, nor any talent whatever, 
when she arrived at delphi to be the oracle of the gods." 

And further he says :- 

“The verification of her answers has filled the temple with 
gifts from allparts of Greece and foreign countries.” 

How very much like the innocent young mediums of today, 
who are often claimed to give the most astonishing revelations 
from the other world without ever having had the advantages 
of a scientific education! The sibyls of the ancients had, 
however, the advantage of the support, assistance, and 
promptings of a class of men highly interested in their repu- 
tation, the priesthood of the period; and this class not only 
consisted of the most educated individuals, but of men who 
had the greatest opportunity of obtaining information withheld 
from the vulgar. 

| When wecompare with this state of things the position 
of our mediums now, who obtain little support from the in- 
telligent, and none among the priesthood of the present day, 
we cannot help being surprised at their success and the num 
ber of their dupes; our surprise is chiefly at the ignorance 
and credulity of those who patronize such things in the nine- 
| teenth century. 


| A SCIENTIFIC STATEMENT. 

On another page we print an article from the Scientific 
| American entitled “ The Oracles of Ancient Greece.” The 
| editor in conclusion says, “that mediums obtain little sup- 
port from the intelligent and none among the priesthood of 
| the present day.” These few words show how deeply preju- 
| diced a “scientific” man can be. The statement is untrue ; 
| anyone who is familiar with the subject can testify that hun- 
| dreds of the very classes named are deeply interested in the 
phenomena. If mediums do exist without the support al- 
|luded to by the Scientific American, it should be a strong 
| proof of their honesty. The “credulity” of Spiritualists 
who accept the phenomena as genuine, is not so conspicuous 
as the “credulity” of the editor of the Scientific American, 
who believes that the so-called manifestations of spirit power 
which have occurred in every age are simply tricks of shrewd 


imposters. è 


THE PHILADELPHIA CONVENTION, 

Dr. Bruce, writing from Philadelphia, says that the Con- 
vention in that city was “happy in its harmony and glorious 
in its results.” Arrangements were made for a Convention 
in 1877, a plan of organizalion presented, basis of principle 

| adopted, etc. 


EDITORIAL PARAGRAPHS. 


THe Revve Spire of Paris is now in charge of M 
Bourges, a retired captain in the army. 


Dr, GARDNER writes us that Prof. Denton will lecture at 
Highland Lake Grove, Sunday, July 23, and not July 19, as 
ave previously stated. 


“ Existence in the maze of Seientistic Speculation,” or 
Chapter u. of “ Evolution Compassed,” by George Stearns, 
Esq., will be published in our next issue. 

ARRANGEMENTS HAVE been made by Spiritualists In Ms- 
drid for a visit to Spain by Dr. Monck, and his m am 
advent there has been announced in all the Spanish journals. 
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From a Paper rend baire the Anthropological Institete of Great Britain, an | unhurt, and safely confined the same day. She said she 


miiti ia Ge Leako Shimin. found herself all at onee at the bottom of ghe well, but could 

DEVE AND GHOST WORSHIP IN WESTEKN not in the least tell how she came there. fhe people insist- 
INDIA. ed on showing me the well, which was about roo yards from 

BY M. J. WALHOUSE, F. R. A. S. the house, large and square, one used for irrigation, but then 

IN THREE PARTS—PART mi. | dry, and from 20 to 25 feet deep. Roman Catholics are very 

Te Dbarmastal Temple, situated in a wild forest track in | numerous in Canara, but quite as subject to these demoniacal 
Canara, is one of the most famous in all that part of the | annoyances as the Hindus. One clerk of the civil Court, a 
peninsula, and is the abode of seven or eight very powerful grave, elderly man, affirmed to me that, when passing at even- 
Bhutas, who are so dreaded that none will assume their | ing along a lane near a Bhutastan, he encountered a dark, 
names, In civil suits, when the evidence is balanced or | monstrous, shadowy shape, which grew larger and larger, on 
hopelessly contradictory, it is very usual for one of the par-| which he uttered some religious verses, when it gradually 
ties to offer to decide it by taking an oath as to the justice of diminished and disappeared. Another story was the talk of 


his contention before one of the Dharmastal deities; this, the town, and the parties concerned assured me of its truth. 
when accepted and done with certain formalities, is always 
held satisfactory and decisive ; for the litigants know well 
that no one would dare risk abiding the vengeance of those 
terrible Bbutas by a false adjuration. With respect to as- 
suming their names, it may be explained that it is very com- 
mon to name children after any Bhuta who may be very pop- 
alar at the time, probably with the idea that the compliment 
might induce him to regard the child and family with favor. 
I remember that a good many years ago a notorious asd 
greatly dreaded dacoit was hung in Trichinopoly, who after 
death became so fashionable a Bhut that for some time half 
the children born were named after him. I may perhaps 
mention two or three out of the instances of the belief in 
Bhutas that came before me officially as judge. In a trial for 
murder before the sessions Court, the prisoner was charged 
with having intentionally caused the death of his younger 
biwother, whom he struck down as they were ploughing. In 
defence the prisoner stated, through his vakil, or pleader, that 
the deceased, whilst at work in the field, was struck by the 
eye of a Bhut, of which he died ; and his witnesses deposed 
that they bad known similar instances. In another murder 
“ase the evidence of a material witness was objected to be- 
Cause he was well known to be under the curse of a Bhut, 
and im consequence a desperate man, whose statements 
could not be believed. Again, a Potel, or village head-man, 
was charged with having entered the death of a boy in his 
register as natural when he had really committed suicide; in 


defence the Potel asserted that the boy had died from a blow | 


by the village Bhuta, and named several instances. On bẹ 
ing punished by the magistrate, he appealed to the Sessions 
Court, reasserting his plea, and desiring to call witnesses to 
prove it. These men were far from unintelligent, and the 
vakils, or native pleaders, acute and well able to conduct a 


cure, having been bewitched; and all the persons connected 
may presumably have been at school, and attended some 
church or chapel. 
Very often Bhutas become a sort of house-spirits, such as 
are heard of in many-popular mythologies, more or less mis- 
delighting in Robin Goodfellow's pranks. 
and noises that cannot be 
attributed to them. Household utensils are 
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Bhuta, as well as what would be called a 

which is declared to be very freqaeàt. In- 

are missed from thelr cradles, and presently heard ery- 

ing im the loft cf the house, or on stacks of straw outside, 
Once aà village | found the people in great ex- 
Cement a 2 a a Bhuta two days before. A 
apart in room, her confinement, 
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Two high native officials, both Roman Catholics, were sitting 
| at noonday in the verandah of the house of one of them, 
when ashes and earth came pouring in quantities from the 
roof. The master of the house exclaimed the Bhuta was re- 
peating his tricks, and, bringing a gu4, fired it in the air to 
frighten the goblin away, when instantly, as if in answer, a 
| quantity of powder was exploded in the midst of the open 
yard before them, and immediately stones and pebbles were 
| flung by invisible agency towards the house from without. 
These fell on the verandah, and then, my informant assever- 
ated, went “leaping like frogs” into the house, to the great 
| amusement of the children who had assembled, and who 
would cry out, “one more!” when another stone would instant- 
| ly fall and go hopping in! This sort of Bhuta annoyance was 
declared to be not at all unfrequent. It is curious, anthro- 
| pologically speaking, to observe how general this strange be- 
| lief in a grotesque sort of goblin, rejoicing in a particular 
kind of odd, mischievous pranks, has been in widely separat- 
ed countries and ages. In China such disturbances are ¢om- 
mon, and ascribed to “kitchen gods ;" in Arabia and Egypt 
to the jinnee or genii, who, Mr. Lane says, are believed to 
throw stones and furniture about in houses. He also relates 
that pious and learned Muslims, on locking the doors of 
their houses, storerooms, and apartments when going out, 
habitually repeat, “Io the mame of God, the compassionate, 
the Merciful,” to secure their property during their absence 
from the mischief and depredations of the Jinn. The Ger- 
mans have a special name for such spirits, calling them Pwl- 
ter Geist, or racketing-ghost, and the stories about them and 
their impish persecutions, all much alike, current in Germa- 
ny, France and England, are endiess. Amongst published 
accounts it is enough to mention the S/ockweil Ghost, the 
Demon of Tedworth, and the extraordinary disturbances at 
Woodstock, commemorated in Scott's novel. Some years 
ago the London papers had accounts of similar occurrences 
in a house in Bayswater; and even as far back as A. D. 1188 


„ | the /timerary through Wales of Giraldus Cambrensis, trans- 


lated by Sir Richard Hoare, mentions like stories and mani- 
festations. 
Charms or amulets against the evil influence of Bhutas are 


ages and countries ‘ron is sovereign against evil powers, A 
lime in the turban, or a figare of Hanuman, the monkey-god, 
engraved on any Ornament, are also efficacious, especially on 
Sundays and Tuesdays. But the most powerful remedy 
must have been when, in the days of the Papane ot, one 
principality bordering on Canara, it was customary 

Amildars, or native heads of divisions, to issue notices 
orders to the Btitas, inthe name of 


f 
: 
g 
tE 


i 

i 
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Vishnu must be engraved on a gold plate, arrayed with a yel 
low cloth, and washed with water from a boly stream. Around 
this, placed in the center, similar images of the other princi 
pal gods must be arranged, arrayed, and washed in like man- 
ner. Then a sacrifice of all manner of perfumes;and quan- 
tities of ghee and milk, must be offered, and all the funeral 
ceremonies in honor of the deceased gone through, and the 
funeral cakes offered anew in the presence of the golden im 
ages of the gods. Next a banquet must be given to thirteen 
pure Brahmans, presenting each with a mattress, a horse, anc 
a gold pot full of milk. Their united mantrams (/. ¢., incan- 
tatious) will then release the soul from its unclean Bhuta 
state and remit it to salvation. But all this seems a device 
of later times, invented by the Brahmans to increase their in 
fluence and the authority of their gods over the low-caste de 
ities. It would also be a costly ceremony, and I never heard 
of its being actually performed 


THE LATEST HUMBUG 
To the Editor of the Spiritual Scientist : 

Under the auspices of several prominent clergymen and 
tarmen in this city, a young man named Mr. Irving Bishop, 
of New York, has given two “entertainments,” advertised as 
“the exposure of the characteristic phenomena of Spiritual- 
ism,” e who believe that tbere are phenomena, are, of 
course, undisturbed by the ultimate-result of any “exposure;” 
but, doubtless, others besices myself, who have with some 
warmth commented upon Mr. Bishop's performance, have 
been, met with some such general remark as this: “Many of 
you Spiritualists profess te be glad to have trickery exposed, 
and yet I notice a disposition to condemn a man who seeks 
to expose the doings of mediums, as if you were afraid of the 
consequences.” For myself, I have replied that my objec- 
tions to this man were in his cunning pretenses. Upon his 
assumptions certain clergymen have eazerly grasped him by 
the hand, hoping for a powerful auxiliary in destroying that 
which has been a bugbear and embarrassment to many of 
them for a gente of acentury. Some of them with inborn 
hostiljty and prejudice against Spiritualism profess satisfac- 
tion with Mr. Bishop, while others maintain the same reti- 
cence as before. The published reports have been very un- 
satisfactory to a really inquiring reader. A friend of mine 
who is very fair-minded, but an unbeliever in Spiritualism, 
after visiting one of Mr. Bishop's exhibitions said to me, “As 
an exposer he is a humbug. After imitating, behind a screen, 
several of the tricks of the mediums, he oaly did one of them 
before the audience, remarking that the others were done in 
a precisely similar manner; viz, by a dexterous and very 
clever twisting and turning of his hands and wrists while they 
were tightly tied. This was not at all satisfactory. I thivk 
it was all trickery, but why d'd he not tell us how it was 
done?” From what my intend says, Mr. Bishop, while he 
omits any attempt to what many mediums in public and 

wate have done, really does some remarkable things. If it 
is done by legerdemain, as he alleges it is, why does he not 
at once accept the honors the clergy are ready to 
heap upon him, by doing them all in view of the audience? 


And it he is not a liar as to “the exposure of the characteris- | known to us. 


tie phenomena of Spiritualism,” why does he not exhibit five 
or pix hands, large and small, as the Davenports do; or even | 
proome the simple raps with accompanying intelligence, as 
uodreds of mediums do? 
honest as tó his methods of doing what he does, but he makes 
false pretenses, at least; nut only as to “exposing” even his 
own tricks, but in advertising that they are “the characteristic 
proumena -Saa ease asai shaina popped | 
ven to i ties, represented as an ama- 
pr not at all ambitious to ned in public as an Ander- | 
son or Heller. I suppose I may be excused, being a Spirit- | 
walist, for the credulity of suggesting that, like the Fays, be | 
have mediumistic power supplemented with elasticity of | 
and conscience. It may please his fancy to i 

gradually with the orthodox world, exciting alike their wonder 
and , and finally taking liberal percentages or 
presents for his valuable services. There is precedent to 
excite a well-founded of success in his general idea (if 
be bas it) in the career of Moody and Sankey. | find a letter 
in the of this which presents so many sensible 
points wpon the matter, that | beg leave to enclose it to you. 


VERITAS. 
Brooklyn, N. Y., July a, 1876, 


Mr. Bishop's claims may be|sue the investigation in secret. 
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nothing but fraud and cheap magic to expose, wherefore al 
this patronage of the eminent clergy and doctors? Certainly 
the ordinary humbugs of the day would not arouse such a 
distinguished following. Spiritualism is surely being raised 
to a dignity it has never attained before. Somehow, these 
naughty ghosts will not down. The mass of the conserva 
But, to be serious, 


the only explanation that can be made is that there is more 


tive people think they were laid long ago 


in the “delusion” than its opponents care to admit 
That it is insidiously stealing in modified forms into the 

churches and into the social circle, cannot be denied. It is 
not true that this occult phenomena is being investigated by 

the ignorant and credulous alone, and sensible people know 
too well amidst the denunciations of D.D’s and M.D’s that 
such minds as the late Vice-President Wilson, Judge Ed 

monds, Owen, Crookes, Wallace, Fichte, and hosts of other 
great names in the scientific world have not been duped by 
*such cheap devices of jugglery. That Mr. Bishop or any 

other person who will take the trouble, can imitate many of 
the so called “Physical manifestations,” is true. It has bees 
done repeatedly during the last twenty-five years. That 
there has been a vast amount of trickery and fraud perpetrat 

ed in the name of Spiritualism, is too true. The frauds of 
the Eddys, Holmes and Fay have no more bearing upon the 
universally attested phenomena of Spiritualism than the 
false pretenses of Simon Magnus had upon the genuine mira 

sles of the apostles 

The public professional medium who makes a living by his 
gifts, has never been indorsed by intelligent Spiritualists. 

The real strength of Spiritualism lies in the private circle, 
away from the disturbing conditions of the public gate. 
Hundreds of circles are organized in this city, many of them 
composed of church members and the intelligent thinking 
classes, who are quietly and patiently investigating the mys 

tery. The little Planchette, which Epes Sargent calls the 
“Despair of Science,” is doing more than a hundred Bishops 
can undo in fifty years. In fact, Bishop does not undertake 
to imitate those phases of the phenomena which are the 
most convincing. To prove what has been said in regard to 
the real causes of the growth of Spiritualism, I recently dis- 

covered, to my astonishment, mediumistic powers in my own 

children, though I rarely permit them to engage in it—indeed 
| they are quite averse to have anything to do with it, as it is 
thought to be against their religious teaching, as well as from, 
the fear of ridicule. One writes involuntarily in scores of 

| different hands, sometimes in a foreign language, of which he 

| has no knowledge. They extemporize upon musical instru- 
|ments în a manner far above their normal powers. The 
moving of tables and raps are produced by some face un- 

I know these to be facts, and this kind of con- 

viction is what the exposers should turn their attention ta 

The unpopularity of the subject compels the masses to pur- 

And there is where this mat 

ter belongsy and this fact accounts for the wonderful vitalis 
of a philosophy which has lived over twenty-seven years i 
the midst of the highest civilizations, in spite of the tremen- 
dous onslaught of theology and science. 

Spiritualism is not responsible for the fanaticism that bas 
grown out of it, any more than the Bible is responsible for 
the vagaries of a hundred conflicting sects. What is really 
needed at present is the honest investigation of the scientific 
and religious world. This matter cannot be settled by the 
Owens or the Bishops. Its solution lies yet in the future. 
Although I know the phenomena is genuine, | am not certain 
of its super-mundane origin. 1 am not a defence of 
Spiritualism, but I protest in the name of thousands of 
honest, earnest investigators, that we are not the dupes of 
delusion and fraud. There is a thousand times stronger tes) 
timony to these modern marvels than the ancient miracles 


Te the Editor of the Brooklyn Eagle : 
What is the signification of the great interest which Bish- 
op, the latest exposer of Spiritualism, has recently awaken- 


prety tert gw ne © Now, is it not a little remarkable that 
suth a “stupid delusion, based on fraud and in general ac 
cepted only by” the superstitious and vulgar classes, should 
at this late day arouse such undue excitement? If there is 


What 
world, when > the same 
which oe A teachings and miracles of 
hundred years ago. 

te are a t many readers of the “Eagle” who 
ts. Caw mot have an occasional while 
press in general has nothing bat ridicale and to 
upon us. 


accepting this 
smage phineephy but Se eae R is at last attained, 
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SUBSCRIPTIONS AND ANVERTISING RATES. ing before it is too late. How many opportunities are 


~The Srmsrua: Scraxmsr is published every Thursday | neglected day >r day by à W ; we 
by the Scrmrtist Pvsusuwo Company, and can Esaiok ay cewedealer; E A ed day after day by those who if they would ea 
or will be sent at the following rates scientiously examine their own actions would find the 
Single Copy, One Year, $2.50; Six Months, $1.50; Three | mainspring to be se/fishness, This is applicable not only 


Menthe. $1.00. to spiritualists wh bl 1 with bund 
0 spi a ts mo are le y ce 

Èa —The Scrawrsst is a very good medium for Advertise- p ma SO SrO O10000 VIIA an SHERCENOS ane 

has a large circulation ; it is preserved for binding, and the advertise- | Capable of doing a great good therewith, but also to 


k 
ment ip pot iost to view amid è mass of others. Advertisements will be inserted 
at the following rates — those who have barely enough of earthly wealth to meet 


Inside pad mare, $1.00 first insertion, and 80 cts. | their physical requirements ; for the lesson teaches that 
esch sul t m. Outside page, 20 cts: per . a 
ihn oseb insertion. it is the THOUGHT, the desire to do good which must be 


-C lents who write letters consisting oʻ per- cultivated. 


tonal opin» are requested mot to make them more than a quarter 4 a cob 
‘oan in Wagh. Letters containing important facts or interesting news nay be In these columns we have often made a distinction 


fame far the Reiter, books for review, ic., should be addressed between a spiritualist and a phenomenalist, defining the 
a Senn Brown, Office of the Spiritual Scientist, 1§ Exchange Street, Boston, | latter to be one who believes in the phenomena simply 
without seeking or attempting to understand the beauties 


of the spiritual philosophy and the principles it incul- 


SPIRITUAL, SCIENTIST. eates. It seems to us ar) anomaly to call those spirit- 


a — | ualists who have no higher motive than a curiosity to 


Vou. IV. FULY 12, 1876. No. 19 | witness some wonderful manifestation of some unseen, 
E. Sie | and it may be some unknown occult force. As “a tree 
| is known by its fruits,” so can the spirituality of some 
THE POWER OF THOUGHT. | phases of mediumship be determined by the xe eae of 

Here is a little gem from a lecture delivered by Cora | of influences that are engendered. It is useless to argue 
V. Tappan in Chieago. The subject was “Spiritual | against the fact that materializations and the lower 
Solvents” and the control “ Phenix,” who says : — | physical phenomena breed discord and inharmony, not 
Then said my teacher, “ Every spirit possessing knowledge | only in the spiritual movements but in the minds of those 


and can at any time discover a planet, its condition, its oa ` 
, the siate of its inhabitants, and the various qualities who attend the seances that are held for this purpose. 
cw pl by such will pee as you perceive there.” | These phenomena are useful as stepping-stones tọ sci- 
failed to know when I should possess even the shadow of | entific discoveries, and should be relegated to this do- 


such power, but my guide said, “ Do not be discouraged ; have | nain 
you any one on earth whom you wish to benefit?” “Cer- Bat aa i aoe ae a 
tainly,” 1 and I straightway thonght of some one dear J. M. Peebles has said, that “to be a spiritualist is to 
a a Snare = ~ per to make 3 woe | hold conscious intercourse with the world of spirifs and 
e said, “Think intently of that person.” thought, | |; i ifero g ” mn: Mes 
aed, a tens bad t presented to my vision, I a live a _ Spiritual life. Such, he says, “was Jesus 
not the spiritual state but the earthly habitation of that | Christ.” This is a sound definition. When one com 
person —saw the condition of mind and body, and, by the | mences to live a true spiritual life, then comcs a power 
effort > Aee : ae = poe on + ne which many spiritualists are ignorant of ; and it is teach- 
mied, = $ aonane to joy.” rer straightway 1 willed | ings like the above from Mrs, Tappan’s lecture which 


$ 
f 


E ed ene po ari crore aay I | should receive more prominence that many phenomenal- 
could perceive vibrations changing in the mind, that in- 7 y = i 
stead of iasad ow there seemed to be joy eh peace, ists may be brought to live a spiritual life. 

the eyes were uplifted and the thought was turned toward “ s 
me in my new babitation, and the pale moved the lips as if PHENOMENA UNDER TEST CONDITIONS 
in prayer, and there was another atmosphere of joy instead itis : betes 4 i 
ef anov. He said, “ What you have done for that one spirit | The ~ h Ann one Ler iaa | ween So 
Po og gr have the wer — when it shall blossom out woe = rages. an Ane the second, held recently, Miss Lottie 
mto perfection — ot ing perhaps for a whole world of | Fowler was the medium. 
souls.” It then finally dawned upon my consciousness that} The peculiar feature of this seance was that the most strik 
this must be what Jesus meant when be described himself as | ing manifestations took place while the medium was under 
be gee 7 oe ve = ty his Aai angipi e | the most severe test. Miss Fowler’s sleeves were securely 
“Are desire and Pyn adime ~i "He ger o Desire. sewn together at the wrist, behind her back; in addition to 
when chastened by unselii: bness, becomes the will power of | this, Miss Fowler was placed in a calico bag, the opening of 

.. No | which was sewn closely round her throat. No sooner was 


4 
} 


Ne aive to any beiga l 
and no luminary in the frmament above but | Miss Fowler placed partially behind tbe curtain of the cabi- 


the can bless and in knowledge, if the desire i in full vi ; Í i 

be by ifishne:s and lofty aoaaa. Then ma with her knees in f view of the circle, in a good light, 

tempered an an object resembling a band was thrust through the eur- 
straightway | felt that my selfishness was leaving me, and |: ` < 

= hh to.do good to others took possession of my in- | tain, and the objects placed on a little table near her were 

tense thirst for meowieter. Then I said, “ Is it not true that | moved and rattled. Great activity continued to be apparent 

the y that opens the spiritual pathway, | behind the curtain by the ringing of bells, blowing of whis- 

ope ay, | y giog g 

various eae of —— a tles, and violent movements of the small table, which was 

=» —s © | more than once thrown completely down, and the objects 

aiana con, Saleen al pn = ma E | scattered all about the floor of the cabinet. Various mem- 

pa op immer and the outer world: but no knowledge ever bers of the circle entered the cabinet to replace the objects 

simtea Be orit to such power as you have developed by | on the table, and each testified to Miss Fowler being still in 

wish to benefit your friend.” bonds, with the bag closely sewn round ber neck. All could 


Testimony of this nature from spiritual sources is so | see “m she had not meee from —— These apoien- 
abundant teachings therei i tions being entirely satisfactory, so far as to prove t e 
à p'as p conteined Sind xs | medium could not possibly have had any part in producing 
accepted a unadulterated truth. Again and again, re- | them, it was unanimously agreed that Miss Fowler be released 
peatedly does the spirit world send its warning messages, | from the close custody ofthe bag, and allowed to sit with her 
faa ocr live a spiritual life. How ap still eas e ogar paang are a by — 

É i i e ” tape to the of her ` ew the manifesta- 

aup | ae e ties wasted. tions occurred as before, but were much weaker. A dark 
“HE hadionly knows, said one who in reality. did know | seance was then tried. A heavy table was partially raised at 
‘apd therein was the cause for regret. Hundgeds. yet in one end, and: there Were light movemeats of belis and other 
ie A apii Sept ot thee ye Subaotdngin apare in force with what took place, while 
‘an inward voice tells them to take its warn: | the medium was under strict test conditions in the light. 


age 


Ww 


n 7 y “nf 
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SELFISHNESS representations of departed relatives or friends, and also I am 

A message given through the mediumship of M. A. (Oxon) willing to admit (though I have never seen a properly tested 

of London, relating to the death of a friend under melan- | Case) that resemblances of departed friends may have been 
produced (materialized) and identified. 


choly circumstances, speaks of selfishness and says, — 
Still all these phenomena, or natural facts, whichever you 


It is the plague-spot of the spirit, that which wrecks more 
souls than you dream of. It is the very paralysis of the soul. may consider them to be, do not prove more than an after ex- 
And when a it is added p aye. that = en is | istence, even „if we [take the proof of personal identity as 
passive, it becomes more fatal. here isja selfishness which thoroughly established, which many who admit the phenom- 
is far less baleful in its poison, and which finds its counter- 7 a 

ena, hesitate about; taking however, this point as admitted, 


acting power in activity, and which even becomes the spring 
of actions which have in them a form of good. There is ! you can say is, “ we have an existence beyond the grave. 


a selfishness which causes a spirit to do well that it may have There is no shadow of proof established by this that an 
the good report of its fellows; and there is a selfishness | existence, as an individuality, is ETERNAL, and yet as far as I 
— wh verry to do good so it be ge vexed or troubled, | have seen, the three grand truths said to have been established 
which will yield to any influence, so it may escape anxiety. | by what has thus far become known about Spiritualism are,— 
These are faults which hold the spirit back from progress ; | ~ e s a - 

1st. That we live on after death in our own individuality. 


but they are not the baleful plague which ate into this spirit’s a . 
life, and drove it to despair and death. That was the meaner, 2d. That we continue to progress and improve according to 


selfishness whiclr stirred him not to any deeds or to action of | our spiritual proclivities. 
anykind. It was idle and useless, no less than self-pleasing;| 3d. That our individuality or spiritual personality is eternal 
nay, it was not even self-pleasing, for the wholé life was [fi immortal, merely being refined in culture, not changed in 
blurred and blotted with morbid scrutiny of self, till its very - - 
lineaments were eaten out. This selfishness was cruel alike | €108- i 
to himself and to his friends. There are grades of sin, and| Jf Iam not wrong in my summary of your teachings, I 
his was deep. think you must, be hasty and premature in your deductions 
——_— = from what has thus far been proved, as even if it is taken for 
A MISREPRESENTATION granted that the first thesis is demonstrated to [full satistac- 
The Spiritual Scientist says that the spiritual movement is tion, there is nothing yet put forward with any shadow of 
thoroughly disorganized by the exposures of mediums’ | evidence, to establish either the second or third propositions, 
trickery.--V.¥. Sun. and I think until some progress has been made in this direc- 
If the New York Sun can’t itemize any better than that we tion, the oracles of Spiritualism should be careful in not 
wish it would let our name and columns alone. The above putting forth as “demonstrated truths” what are at present 
statement is a misrepresentation ; unintentional without doubt only “crude theories.” 
but none the less damaging. The Spiritual Scientist has said The “new light” (at least of these days) is sufficiently start 
that the spiritualist movement is thoroughly disorganized, and ling and momentous to claim the closest and most careful 
it has assigned a cause therefor, which we wish might have study and investigation on the part of its converts, and noth- 
found a place in the columns of a newspaper having such a ing like fanaticism or zealotry should cloud the reason, or in- 


large circulation as the N.Y. Sun. terfere with the calm consideration of its claims to our ear- 
nest study 
English Correspondence of the Spiritnal Scietist p y r 
THEORIES VS..FACTS The system of requiring blind faith from enquirers is 
To the Editor ef the Stivitual S Fre simply repeating the old errur of the churches, and should 
a Spiri Scientist: s } k + 
/ Ż i a certainly not accompany the teachings of the “new light” by 


Sır. I send you acopy of a letter I addressed to the Banner d A a c 
P which you hope to supplant the gloom of dogmatism; you will 


of Light, not because I think it is so applicable to you, (for I J 2a i a r 
think you do search and try before accepting everything as Gos- | never successfully establish truth, except on a solid basis of 
pel;) but because I feel that the real progress of spiritual knowl- | truth, and this cannot be formed of mere faith, fancy, or im- 


e is being hindered by the blind teachings of many of its or- | agination. There must be no jumping to conclusions and 
acles; and that this opinion, in which l am joined by many inde claiming that mere rudimentary facts are to be held as proving 
pondong minds, cannot be too seriously impressed on “Spiritu- all the propositions you think fitto claim for Spiritualism. 

I therefore place the letter at your disposal by the same maii | You start at the wrong end I think, in putting forward such 
that carries the original. w. H, | grand and startling claims as | have mentioned, and holding 

London, June 38, 1876. them to be demonstrated by the phenomena that have thus 

Six, | see your paper regularly, and am pleased to notice | far occurred, and as a calm but earnest enquirer, I cannot but 
the impartial manner in which you allow subjects to be ven | regret that so little philosophical discernment is exercised by 
tilated that do not altogether accord with your views, Or |the public journals and writers, who are chiefly responsible 
entirely advocate the claims of the more enthusiastic teachers | for the manner in which Spiritualism is taught and discussed. 
of Spiritualism, You, therefore, will perhaps allow me, (claim-| . | Jong for light as sincerely as any one, but I cannot see 
ing to be as yet a mere investigator of these mysteries,) to | plainly with the light thus far held out for my guidance, ex- 
draw your attention to what I consider a grave mistake in thg, cept that we have some bright object in the distance whose 
manner of putting forward the more advanced “truths” as | form and quality is worthy of closer examination, when we 
they are called, and of tacitly admitting them to rank as | can get near enough by better light or better understanding 
truths, instead of mere theories as they are at present, which | to know its meaning. 


require to be proved before they can be held fast to, as un- W. H, 
rT = of the true light we are, 1 presume, all of HIGHLAND LAKE CAMP MEETING. 
el raya. cpt Daily trains connecting directly with Highland Lake Grove 


This tendency to jump conclusions, on the partof Spirita-| _ x 4 ia r 
alists, has struck me very forcibly, and I think is detrimental | WIN! be run during camp meeting from W illimastic and Pet- 
to the best interests of this new science; perhaps I may be =A Sa and pa! stations Tce cian: con Eres 
allowed, therefore, as a stranger brother, the privilege of ex-|@&8C¢ and way stations over á 
pressing views on this point, that I know are held by many Railroad ; from New Bedford, Mans6eld, Tamun, See 
earnest enquirers, like myself, who have like me conquered | Fitchburg and way oe a the ee Clintoa ca- 
the initial difficulties of testing these strange phenomena, and pure apn Ma praa Take the moraing trains 

made “first foot-steps of knowledge” in Spirit- | TOM a" the a ps 
Penko GS empat Retotge weg’ OS Excursion tickets at reduced rates of fare may be obtained 
» i h of the above railroads. See 
ist. It is undoubted that there are unseen intelligences | èt the several stations on eac 
who can and do flock around us and use means of communi- | Posters in oach station for ayy tae Og of Sunday aad 
cation which in spite of all so-called explanation as to the and other special trains, ae ae » bee X 
“modus operandi” must yet be considered occult or unknowr. gee Richardson is now at Higbland Lake Grove, Norfolk, 
ass? 


ad. It is also true that through these same means private ) a PO a I AE Paris prefers 
YMARIE, U of the Reyue Spirite in 


test messages are occasionally given that seem almost cer- s 
tainly to come from departed Acai friends. solitary confinement in a cell to liting in common other 
- prisoners, and by a rule of the prison where he is confined 


in, semblances are produced pho phically on 
sensiti plates that can be occasionally identified as good | (La Sante) his term of imprisonment is abriged one-fourth. 
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THE FUTURE OF SPIRITUALISM. “are about to take place. Representative spirits from all the 


TA ANSWER to a letter from James E. Brace, William Fish- | nations of the earth have organized in the form of a sfar 
i bough says in the Banner of Light — They have a central city called ‘Spring Garden City,’ and a 


Congress which holds its regular and special sessions for de- 

Bur you saar surba a tae aa be | gt ow apon niga and spiritual affairs which come un 

: . future, ` er its supervision. is star organization, ‘Star Circle,” be- 

pae e ees we oy ae educathd and ante | gan to be formed about the time Spiritualism began to appear 
ae = me Aaa t great rian = ‘an anh | upon the earth, and has since been perfecting. It is the star 

did aes ere pod wetter} that is to rule the development and destiny of the world from 
political evils; < paapa Mre ol EN: this time onward, throughout the New Dispensation. It has 
WgMessatases prophesied of arr - been gaining more and more power continually, until the 

Before ‘answering directly, let me call your attention to the | time now approaches when it will be able to assert its sway. 

a prior? view of the case. cad Pee the reality of modern | It is proposed, by the anion of spiritual and mundane forces, 

wares ta 6 as Ae me oat yh is w reasons- | to develop a strong battery of power in England, and then, 

should attach t ng of great importance. | by the aid of the same, to develop similar centers of power 

Not certainly since the gloria in excelsis was sang by angels | in America, whereby the Anglo Saxon race, the most advanc- 

to the shepherds on the plains of Judea has anything of like | ed of all the races, may be made the messenger of a new 
occurred, k equating in aor Ca Uibe a ne ~- | and higher order of things threngbout the earth.” 

Si pas — lly and philosophi cally | Accordingly, late in the autumn of last year, wy guide, who 
it fike the POEWE vel Of the ‘Cévering cast is the general messenger of the “Sta” Circle,” induced ber 
ware ind’ the fly ep of dest ‘ig viet special medium to sail for England, where I learn frem pub- 
periodnem ` of the sae veal for the King of = lic and private accounts, a very satisfactory work has since 
come, Can you, can I, can any rational mind for a moment been going on for.thestevetien af Apteimaiiom. 


One of the most striking points in this account, to me, was 
Doa the great God who permitted and ordained this) a mention of the form of “Star” as the model of this 


ps wrt of wonder-mongers, Gin dgh pay Sor universally representative organizstion of-spirits. Now-the _ 


for the exchange of a few ; À 
words of personal recognition with departed friends, or to be philosophy correspondentially set forth in the form of a six- 
ased by pugnacious minds as an arsenal from which wegthe pointed star, which is a perfectly universal philosophy, was 

be dram to battle old Orthodoxy? If thes ‘far, and in | Mt Subject of a remarkable revelation to meas long age as 
Piave alréatly called its “chaotic” stage of develop July, 1848. Of this I made a diagram, with radial lines, cir- 
‘ment, it has been used mainly for these purposes, I think the cles and spirals, sowing courses, cycles, series and discrete 
time’ has ‘come when you will agree with me in asking and ex- degrees of development in the different fields of nature, 
the great Power which is above it all, and controls it mentality, human society, &c. and on its basis I wrote my 
ESE ep toa taser ena vy vue its capabilities book, “The Macrocesm, or the Universe Without.” At one 


on Bis influence will i ig of the seances, having my star diagram present, I was about 
etieiind node eee to show it to the spirit, when she stopped my by saying, “You 


y i $ need not show me your diagram ; I was with you and helped 
Im Seawer to your question as to what more positive rea. you make it.” Of course this was a new point of interest to 


šop I Baye to believe that Spiritualism is to take that higher | me, and on further inquiry I learned from her that she was 
d which is now the subject of contemplation, I can only | 3t the head of a band of spirits who approached the earth at 
} a few things which have been told and interiorly shown | three different times, and threw their impressions broadcast 
: the upper spheres, and which I have more reasons upon the minds of mankind, to be taken up as they could re- 
. than | can set forth in this article. ceive it. Ihave met three or four persons who seem to 
the month of June, (it may bave been 1869), at a time | have received some idea of the principle about the same 
: and disheartened, ! had hidden myself | time, but have not been able to apprehend or formulate it in 
r- the ranks of the Spiritualists to await some future | its universal bearings. 
— mag ht soe na badi es fyo. sar In this way we are furnished with the outlines of the phi- 
iJ blessed A. meee siga losophy, or the intellectual form, of the promised new order 
‘inion, in which the advent of a future higher and purer | of things, which 1 am compelled for the present to leave in 
of Spiritualism was clearly foreshadowed to me. | obscurity, as a full exposition would require many volumes. 
female on the earth | But all this, of course, would be perfectly dead and useless 
years ago, appeared to me, and told me, | without an interior Aart or Jove sphere, constituting its Le 
this | Of the latter, I am thankful to be ableto testify as follows : 


7 
g 
: 
4 
: 
; 


so soon as the powers who lead me shall be 
me the matter for the coucluding three chap- 
I can now say: that being taken up, in my 
spiritual Star, I saw a significant repre- 

or conjugiality of Divine Love 
; and especially among the dwellers in the cen- 
where the garden city or Paradise is situated, I 
of a love so intetise, so beautiful, pure and 
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with its corresponding inspirations of wisdom, will be drawn | now no longer ignore the agitation caused by this young 
together in harmony and unity, and under the direct influence | preacher, so after having been ignominiously defeated by him 
of the Spirit will be the seminary of the doctrines and life of | at a public conference, arranged by themselves, they did, as 
the New Dispensation. | all priests have done in similar cases, — appealed to the Civil 

Divine Love and Wisdom, as it exists in the upper spheres, | power. Bab and his followers now suffered persecution, and 
thus taking up its abode in the recipient hearts of men and | this proved the beginning of the spread of Babism. Mis- 
women, will cry out, “No more taxation to pumish crime, but | sionaries were sent to Ispahan, to Teheran, to the north and 
care and labor and all necessary expenditures to prevent | west districts, and everywhere they met with grand success, 
crime; no more prisons and gibbets and guillotines, but in | though constantly persecuted by the clergy and the king's 
their stead give us Aospitads for the treatment of the morally | agents, until at last (1847) they decided to take up arms. The 
diseased and insane. No more pot-house caucuses and) war now raged almost everywhere in Persia with alternate 
chaotic and heterogenous primary meetings and conventions, | successes and defeats of the [reformers. Finally Bab was 
gathered from the slums and gutters, and which give origin captured and put to death as he was trying to make his 
to all political frauds and corruptions and venal legislation, | escape. 
but instead give us an anatomy of each of the great centra/| The Government now considered the unpleasant question 
interests of the body politic, and equal representations from | settled for ever, thus resembling all other governments on 
each as the nominators of officers for the general government | whom the eloqueent lessons of history and experience inva- 
of the whole.” Spiritualists whose hearts are touched with | riably seem to be wasted. The new religion, however, did 
the divine fire, and whose brains are illuminated with the new} not depend on the presence of Bab, three quarters of his 
light, will cease to aim destructive blows at the existing | adherents never having seen him, and another Bab was nom- 
churches, as a most unjust and unprofitable business, but in- | inated, to whom the believers declared the crown of Persia 
stead will labor to capture them and briag them up to the | jegitimately to belong (1852), The persecutions continued, 
right standard} assured that, in time, this can be done, forthe | and the punishment of the captives was beyond measure 
power at work’will be the mighty power of God, penetrating | cruel. Women and children fearlessly marched to their exe- 
every chink. in the walls of their bigotry and burning into | cution, and seemed to rival each other in hopeful and cour- 
their very hearts, forcing them to acknowledge the presence ageous resignation, singing this verse : — 
of the angel world, and setting them on fire with universal “ Yes truly we have come from God, and now return to him.” 
love. The question of all this is only a question of time. | These spectacles far from ruining the prospects of the new 
Let us, therefore, watch and labor, and wait in patience and | sect, gained them many secret partisans, and the Bab, who 
faith. Commotions and disruptions, I think, may be expected, | now resides in Bagdad, is only waiting for am opportunity to 
and Ia not sure that the old order of things will not “pass | conquer by arms the Persia whose faith he has already sab- 
away with a great noise, and its elements melt with fervent | dued. Perhaps we shall witness one day the rain of the 
heat,” as some of my visions seem to portend. With the Persian Dynasty, and see Mohammed's religion defeated in 
limited. space allowed me, I an aware of my inability to make | the countries of Central Asia. 
myself quite clear on any of these points, and my highest aim| Babism is a return to the ancient Pantheism, presented in 
and expectation, therefore, must be to stir up thought in the| novel and attractive form,jand when Bab said, “ God is the 
minds of yourself and others. In this spirit, and with this | absolute Being, beside whom nothing ‘exists, all beings ate 
intent, the foregoing is earnestly and affectionately submitted. | but feeble emanations, but emanations from His omnipotence 

Such a Convention as you propose might be wel, but would | on the day of judgement you shall be united with Him,” he 
it not be better to postpone it a little while longer, and until | only re-awakened and restored the old sentiment that has been 
the light shall become a little more clear? I am averse to | dormant for centuries. Its adherents include the foremost 
instituting any isolated movement in this matter, or indeed | of Persian clergy and dignitaries, as well as philosophers and 
any movement in which the angels shall not take the lead. | poets, Even the obstinate Jew has been converted. Babism 
That you aad I and all earnest minds may be rightly guided, | has much of the Oriental form of worship, but it teaches 


is the sincere prayer of your friend aad. brother, charity, peace, and monogamy, in so far at least (that it does 

WuLiam FisHBOUGH. | not approve of bigamy or polygamy, It bas a tendency to 

Brooklyn, E. D., N. Y., June y iyé lay a foundation for family life, so little known in the East, 
THE NEW EASTERN RELIGION. and gives to a woman a higher aad nobler sphere of action. 


nom an article headed“ Babism,” in the Asuse Anmgio| A sect which in ten years caused such a ‘revolution ih’ a 

Francaise, the following short extract is made. It appears | Country where neither railways, letter post, or newspapers 
that a new religions sect has since 1843 been organizing itself existed, and that has taken such a great step in advance of 
in Central Asia, and has now beconie a powerful opponent to other orientals, must needs impress us with a hope ofa better 
Mohammied’s adherents Fortunately for the progress of the and greater future for the eastern countries, and. we have 
world, the founder of this new creed, Mirza Alil-Mohammed, merely to add — better late than never. 
seems to be greatly in advance of both Judaism and Islamism,! =e NORANCE OR MALEVOLENCE—WHICH? 


having neither imitated the intolerance and self-righteousness $ 3 eon 
of the former, nor the fatalistic creed of the latter, which has Paita EG of in SARE ES: 
a 


fostered sofmuch hatred and conceit in its believers. This, 


he was not only 
genius, but bis eamest inquiry into the 
ures, the Kordi) and by discussions with the pone 


€i . 

He is described as a young man, of imposing aspect 
charming features, gaining the admiration of his bearers as 
well by hi» personal attractions as the charm of his 
His life is i strict accordance with his doctrines, wh 
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pirits tell in advance (have thus mastered the facts, study Murray until you can 


what they be made to say 
A K present them so that peóple may gather what you mean by 
E, m ~ ey was a to all reflecting observ-| reading what you write. á E ” OMEGA. ‘ 
was to be the grand mogul, not only Many of the objections raised by “Owega” may be mat 


herself in commandin, position, but to fasten upon | A Se: ~ i 
her pet ‘scheme A e ree love theory, which was ters of opinion rather than questions of fact, The article 


to 
S 
not germane to Spiritualism at all.” Now, at that time, Mrs, | referred to contained many ideas on organization worthy of 


prtgcme Fo pete Srasidens of thé National Associa-| attention and therefore found a place in the Spiritual Scien- i 
and, report Committee on mization | tist. The art of composing correctly can ,be obtained b 
was y : y 4 
made, had been elected for the ensuing year. ere was | study and observation. Correct writers are moré numerous 


no tion superior to the one she i i 
pai was adopted, so how ONA Edes for in than those who are original in their ideas.— Za. } 
pe Arnage schemes to further by the new organization ; a STG. f r 
how could she, by such an organization, fasten her free- | A TERRIBLE CHINESE GHOST. 
love theories upon S lism, when for two years they had | H” Mr. Tony Weller lived in these days, and had he, i 
a e a covering them fully. aj moreover, been a regular subscriber to the Shanghai 
the great bdicated her tÈ Ag grae hwian Courier, he would have been supplied with an additional and f 
never for it was never carried into an organization cognant reason for not marrying widows. It appears that a 
save În a form ; and Mrs. Woodhull resigned on Mahometan Chinaman, who had lately been unitied to a lady 
account of the division in the ranks of Spiritualist, which she | to whom he was fondly attached, fell sick, and lay at the point 
a x are af healed by this action. z of death. In taking fa ewell of her husband thus unhappily 
‘alsehood No. 5.—*S' then Mrs. Woodhull publishes} departing, the lady clasped her hands and rer to wed 
pis aay Ay tual t, and. her Spiritualism has about pye É ar, selene tia decent eu | 
out at ends of her rs, and her seven by nine any one else when he was gone. For awhile she kept her : 
paper is conducted in self-adula: of herself.” Whatever| YW: suitors came and went, but, unlike the widow in Gold- f 
else may be said about Mrs. Woodhull’s paper, it can never | smith’s Citizen of the World, she was constant, and it is 
be called . It always was e and positive. There | probable would have remained a model widow, if a gentleman | 
wbewe al di — - nit had | rr epee and, | named Wang, also a Mahometan, had not appeared on the 
pone a to publish the onc as ty yee | scene as a lover. What blandishments this swain used are 
papers to represent the progress of the cause which she advo- not recorded, nor are we told whether he was of prepossess- f 
before the public may be called by that name, then | ing appearance. All that is certain may be summed up in a 
other paper in the land is “self-adulatory.” few words. He came, saw, and conquered. Possibly neither t 
e maa Sa or ony not the more dishonest part | he nor Mrs. Wang had read of the fate which attended the | 
article | this writer knows anything about Mrs. | fair Imogene when she was faithless to the memory of Alonzo 
to the improvement of the ical habitation for th +) | the Brave. Perchance they were ignorant of the very exist- 1 
inasmach as al.nost their Bhysi burden U oasa UiS dUeas ence of vengeful goblins. They were quickly to learn by 1 
children. But he says these theo- | unhappy experience. “One day,” says the chronicler, “ the | 
to pa oe te p w and — husband, on entering his wife's room, saw with perfect dis- 
yao wn substantially | tinctness the figure of a man sitting down, gazing fixedly 
ye" himeclf. # and Punish | apon the woman.” This apparition seems to have been . 
done so? Not germane to Spiritualism | | Somewhat objectionable to Wang, for we are told that he | 
'atherhbood of God” germane to Spiritual- | “stared violently, and asked his wife whom she was kee 
ge ual y £ | 
and how “The brotherhood of man.” Verily this man | company with?” To which the lady replied, “ Nobody,” and 
y ’ y y rep y 
beside himself to talk to others about things | just then the spirit vanished. Sorely perplexed, Mr. Wang 
Spiritualism, when he makes these propositions | jeft the room, and threw himself on a couch in an adjoinin 
: ST peey apa eenaee Sie. hatsber to sleep. Dut ia the middle of the sight be wes 
perbaps this man not know that Mrs. Woodhall | °"4™ Ba hers x phn! engien a an pew 
the best reasons for claiming that her theories aroused by “a tremendous bump in his wife’s apartment, suc 
to Spiritualism. Mrs. Woodhull never attend- ceeded by piercing screams, and, hastening to the door, he i 
er grea cae fe hee at Troy ae at | fuund that the lady had fallen out of bed, and that blood was 
made oe e association reason | flowing from her nose and mouth.” Nor was this all; for the 
that e i we tow pe a ee a unfortunate Wang perceived that his wife’s reason had de- 
parted, and that, apparently possessed by some strange spirit, 


not only made president, but the Con-| a > 
a resolution of thanks for the | She was “addressing herself in the character of her husband, 


that speech just what she says|and pouring out the most bitter denunciations of her own 
same subject; and when S conduct in having broken the vow she bad made.” In vain a 
to’ Mrs. Woodhull can prove that} Taoist priest was sent for to exorcise the ghost; futile were 

the body, as a means | his charms, useless his sorceries. Mrs. Wang had gone stark 
to uy to a t life, is not} s and so she still remains — a sad example to all 
they will be able to prove that | faithless widows.—London Daily Telegraph. 


not 

may shout it till they are hoarse,| I Am mucn mistaken if the rising generation ten years 
hence will not feel very keenl bitterly the lost time 

one who cannot/ which has thoughtlessly been foitered away in materialistic 
and other spiritualistic phenomenal pursuits, during the last 
twenty years, by those who should have been steadily march- 
ing up, in works of réal use, towards the stature of angel- 
men in this world of pr ñ for the rewards and uses of 
angels proper, in the realms of the divine kingdom of angelic 
uses above. T. Ropinson. 

Burp Tom plays by memory 7000 pietes. This i 
idy, says the Virgin Cirénicle, pomesses such an astoniat 
ing that it is sufficient to psy any piece once to him 
for him to be able yn If you read to him in a 
foreign language, he will imitate the sounds of your voice | 
perfecti t understanding a word. One time he slept 
ona that Rubenstein occupied when in this country, and 
the next day he played the whole of one of Rubenstein,s 
conceértas. 
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At A RECENT sceance with, Mrs, Kate Fox Jencks in 
heed appeared clone fo, the Boor, carrying & large a 
t-loo! light, about four inches square emit- 
smoke or t occasionally struck the floor with 
jamie pry substance it carried) and rising touched 
t face of the-observers who testifies that it was cold 
covered with delicate gauze-like spirit-drapery. 
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themselves 
servings of mediums. 

indead an "investigator, "—it may be at an advanced 
stage; and that all may become so, the following con- 
diuons are presented as those under which the phe- 
bomena may at all times be evolved. 


Inquirers into Spiritualism should begin by forming 
spirit circles in their own homes, with no Spirntualist or 
professional medium present. Should no results be 
obtained on the first occasion, try again with other sit- 


ters. One or more persons possessing medial powers 
without knowing it are to be found in nearly every 
household. 

z. Let the room be 


of a comfortable tamgeratayo 
but cool rather than warm—let arrangements be made 
that nobody shall enter it, and that there shall be no 
interruption for one hour during the sitting of the cir 
ce. 

a Let the circle consist of from three or five to ten 
individuals, about the same number of cach sex. Sit 
round an uncovered wooden table, with al) the fs 
of the hands on its top surface. Whether the hands 
touch each other or not is usually of no importance. 
Any table will do, just bap anes to conveniently 
accommodate the sitters. removal of a hand from 


the table for a few seconds does no harm; but when | 


one of the sitters breaks the circle by leaving the table 


it sometimes, but not always, very > 
the manifest ations. 

3. Before the sitting ins, place some pointed lead 
pencils and some sheets of clean writing paper on the 
table, * wnte dowa any communication that may be 
obtained 

4 People who do not like each other should not sit 
n the same cirele, for such a want of harmony tends 
to prevent manifestations, except with well-develc 
physical mediums: it is not yet known why. Belief 
or unbelief has no influence on the manifestations, but 
an acrid feeling against them is a weakening influence. 

s. Before the manifestations it is well to en- 
gage in general conversation or in singing, apd it is best 
that neither should be of a frivolous nature. A prayer- 
ful, earnest feeling among the members of the circle 
gives the higher spirits more power to come to the cir- 
cle, and makes it more difficult for the lower spirits to 
get near 

6. The first symptom of the invisible power at work 
is often a feeling like a cool wind sweeping over the 
hands. The first manifestations wil) probably be table 
tiltings or raps. 

7. When motions of the table or sounds are pro- 
duced freely, to avoid confusion, let one n only 

and talk to the table as to an ini being. 
Let him tell the table that three tilts or raps mean 
“Yes,” onè means “No,” and two mean * ad 
and nor on the arrangement is understood If 
t signals be given in answer, 
kre n gr! the alphabet slowly, 
time I come to the letter you want, and 

” Should three 

and 
ion is 


If the circle is composed of with suitable 
temperaments, manilenations wil take pace reads 
af the contrary be the case, much perseverance will 
necessary. 

of a circle of 


Possibly at the fret symptoms 
other forma of mediumship tilts or rape may make 


their appearance. 
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SPIRITUAL SCIENTIST. 


ADVERTISEMENTS. 


We hope that all Spiritualists will do what | 


i Ma Emma | 


iardinge Britten 5 Ma Emma Wood, translator of | 


SPIRITUAL SCIENTIST THe WONDERFUL HEALER AND 


CLAIRVOYANT. 


Thoasands acknowledge Mres. Morrison's on 
paralleled success diagnosis of disease by 
ck of hair And » have been cured with 
vegetable remecies, and prescribed by ber 
Medical Rand 
Diagnosis by Lotte e Lock of Patient’ 
Hair and $1.00. Give Age and Sex 
Remedies sent by ma à arts of the United 
States and Canadas 
EF" Specific for Epileps Neuralgia. 
Address Mrs. C. M. Morrison, 
P. O. Box 2519, Boston, Mass 
m 2 f 
HE MAGNETIC HEALER, 
DR. J. E. BRIGGS, is also a Practical 


Office 24 East Fourth #. Address, 
Box, 82, Station D, New York City. 


K. MAIN’S HEALTH INSTITUTE. 


60 DOVER STREET, BOSTON, MASS. 
A Medical Diagnosis of Disease, with Directions for 
Treatment, may be obtained by correspondence, stating 


age and sex, and enclosing a lock of hair of the patient 
address and fee of $1.00. 


pr- J. R. NEWTON, THE HEALER, 


18 West 2ist Street, New York. 


Ji y® NEWTON has returned from California with 
new developments in the cure of disease by touch 
and will power. Dr. Newton also heals the sick at 
any distance, by magnetized letters, and performs cures 
as wonderful as any made by persona) treatment 
Persons desiring this treatment, will send in their 
own handwriting a description of the case, age. and 
enclose $5 to fro. 


Physician 


Ts FRENCH AND VIENNESE 
System of Electrical Cure. 


Dre. WILLIAM and EMMA H. BRIT- 
TEN, the celebrated European Electricians, beg to 
announce that they have just returned to Baston and 
ee to resume the highly successful methods 
of electrical practice. 

Afver many years of study and experience, the Drs. 
Britten are enabled to promise rapid and permanent 
benefit in all cases they undertake. Many diseases 
deemed utterly hopeless in every other system, have 
yielded to their treatment, and every form of suffering 
can be alleviated WITHOU f PAIN, DANGER OR FAILURE 


THE ELECTRIGAL VAPOR BATH 


will be found a delightful and nvigorating restorative 
Fxaminations made by the Electrical Cranial Diag 
nosis, the greatest discovery off modern science, and 
one in which the most obscure forms of disease are de- 
scribed with accuracy 
1:8 West Chester Park, Poston. 


NEW BOOKS! NEW BOOKS! 


Complete Poetical Works 


Ot JOHN G. WHITTIER. (Centennial Edition. 
From entirely vew pistes Fully illustrated 


i vol, 8vo. Paper Cover, $1.00 


This Cewraxstat Enrrion includes all the contents 
of the several volumes of Poems Mr. Whituer bas 
hitherto publi thed— “M Megone,”’ "The Bridal of 
Penaacook™ “Voices of Freedom," * oy a Labor,” 
“The C of the Hermits,” “The Panorama,” 
“Home lads,” “In War Times,” “Sodw Bound,” 
“The Tent on the Beach,” ‘Among the HT," “Mir 
iam,” “The Pennsylvania Pilgrim,” and “Hazel Bios 

” 

Its completeness, typographical beauty. low price, 
and the great popelaruy of Mr. tier, cannot fail 
to secure for this edition a very large Grculation. 


History of Independence Hall, 
PHILADELPHIA. By M. Erna. 1 vol. tvo. 


Pare with many Wood-cuts and Hebotypes 
bá 

A fal and interesting account of this memora- 
ble Hel pad tha notki prbvene and soanen assoc! 
ated with its fame. 


The White Mountains. 
Fourth volume of Ongood’s American Guide-Books. 
6 Maps and Panoramas. faos à 

This is in all respects greatly superior to any Guide- 


Book bit ol the and attractions 
pry A tele ranconia Mouni hoa and the Lake 


wire map te ily drawn panoramas mak 
panoramas make i¢ 
jodiapensable to all White ouptain torista. 

*.* For sale by the Booksellers. Sent, post-paid, on 
ng te ee em 


James R, Osgood & Co., Boston. 


